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What you do in the
watershed affects the lake!

Have you ever seen a muddy stream during
a rainstorm? When we alter the landscape
to build houses and roads, we expose bare
soil that can get washed down hill during
a rainstorm. Any activity in the lake’s
watershed, everything uphill of a lake, can
influence the lake. When it rains, water
tlows by gravity over land, in streams and
ground water to the lake. In undeveloped
watersheds, natural vegetation slows the
flow of rainwater and filters out nutrients
that can pollute lakes.

Watershed

When we plant lawns and remove trees and
shrubs, we eliminate the natural filtration
process. Rain turns into polluted stormwater
as it flows over impervious surfaces that are
created when we alter the natural landscape.
Impervious surfaces include roofs, driveways,
parking areas, patios and most lawns.
Yards and lawns become so compacted
that 40% to 70% of stormwater runs off
and carries pollutants into our lakes.
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Now You’re LakeSmart

Most people want to enjoy the lake,
relax and see nature—NOT mow the lawn
and rake the yard.

For more information contact:
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Maine Association of
Conservation Districts
207-622-4443

www.MaineDEP.com
click on LakeSmart
800-452-1942
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What is it worth to see the beautiful
day boating? Are you protecting clean

VI Wi i e
panorama of your lake or to hear the song
water so your children and grandchildren

Do you value Maine’s clear, clean lakes?
of the loon or spend an endless summer
can experience the delight of your lake?

Look inside for tips and
the LakeSmart poster

Be LakeSmart to make a difference to your
lake while you beautify your property and

enhance its value. The goal of LakeSmart
is to convert the increasingly common,
suburban landscaping around lakes to
more natural, lake-friendly landscapes.
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Pump septic system
every 3-b years.
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Keep septic system free
of woody growth
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tabilize shoreline

Many homeowners in Maine have been the proud recipients of the LakeSmart sign and personalized plaque honoring their
efforts to keep their lakes clean. Go to www.MaineDEP.com to see who is a LakeSmart award winner in your area.

For more information call Maine Association of Conservation Districts, MACD at 207-622-4443 or
Maine Department of Environmental Protection, DEP at 800-452-1942.



